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416 he published his ten treatises (or sermons) on the Epistle of St. John, and his large work (consisting of one hundred and twenty-four sermons) on John's Gospel. The reader who turns over the pages of that copy of the latter work which lies on the shelves of the Museum reading-room will find ample, if not creditable, proof of the interest which the ecclesiastical world still takes in one of the sermons—the 26th, commenting on the famous Eucharistic passage in the sixth chapter of John. Augustine speaks freely of the partaking of the body and blood of Christ, but neither here nor elsewhere does he anticipate the theory of transubstantiation.1 Finally, there are his Mirror of Holy Scripture, a compendium
1 No one questions that the Christians of his time had the sacrament of the Eucharist. But a close inquiry into the sense in which they conceived themselves to partake of the body and blood of Christ cannot find a satisfactory conclusion. Faustus says (in Contra Fatistum") to Augustine : ' You have the same veneration [religio] for the chalice and the bread as the pagans.1 Augustine shirks the point, merely answering that the agapce were not borrowed (this, by the way, being scarcely even a(half-truth '—see his own sermon on the subject, p. 206). Faustus most probably meant the Mithraists by c the pagans,1 and we know how Jerome and other Christian writers were troubled about this parallel. The Mithraic ' Mass' was strikingly similar to that of the Christians, and it ended with a Xaols a(f)to-Ls which is clearly the Greek for the Christian deacon's lie, missa est. Probably the Christian feeling was as vague as that of the Mithraist with regard to the sacrament.